JOSEPH AND FRANCES GOLLA

Joseph and Frances Golla came to America from Essen,
Germany sometime during the early 1880's. Frances was
born in Gdansk, near Dansiz, Poland.  Joseph was born
somewhere in Gillnetz, Prussia, Germany, in the same
province. I don't know how they met or where they were
maryied,

Joseph worked in a brewery at the time he decided to
come to America, He specifically wanted to escape
compulsory military service. A friend of his who already
had made plans to come to America decided against making
trip. He gave his papers to Joseph. Authorities
were hot on Joseph's trail even so far as aboard the ship
Utopia. Somehow Grandpa must have convinced the authorities
that he wasn't the man they were seeking.

Grandfather and Grandma had been married for some time before
he decided to come to America. They had one daughter Rosa

who was near to her first birthday. Before Grandfather left
he sold whatever assets they had., He gave Grandma half and
she went to stay with her father and stepmother until Grandpa
got established in America. He would then send for Frances
and baby Rosa. Her fathers name was Peter Gdance {or Gdinetz).
Stepmothers first name I don't ever remember having hesrd.

Time went by after Grandfather left Germany. Frances
walted anxiously and patiently for word of his arrival in
America. No word came. Stepmother gave Grandma a bhad

fime, 8Bhe said that Grandfather had no doubt found a new
wife in America and that Prances would never hear from him
again,

Grandma Frances took her wory
Priest ., He encou

local Catholic
ahe had
wray o

wraged her to take wh :
and go to America. He said he would v for her, John

or Jacob Golla and his wife (Grandpas brother) were about
‘ leave for America., Grandma decided to leave with them.

Their bhoat came inte Baltimorve, Marvland., John or

; and his wife were programmed to leave Baltimore
by train to go to Alpena, Michigan. They left
baby sitting in the rallreoad station.

Now at that time many Europeans who were established

firmly in Am ould go to t railroad stations or to
t docks to persons to work for them. A German woman

sproached Grandma. Grandma told her her plight. The woman

ar :
1 Woodstock, Maryland.

took her and baby home to somewhere ne
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Thw woman and her husband were very kind to Grandma
: I don't know how much time elapsed before this
next part of the story took place.

The ship Utopia on which Grandfather salled caught fire
at 5. The survivors were brought to Baltimore. That was
the ship's original destination. Grandfather got work on a
farm in the vicinitv.

Grandfather had his farmer emplover write a letter to

Grandma in Germany. Together they took the iw&tww to a
small postoffice. The Postmaster said to them, "Just a few
davys ﬁgm another letter want to ?h&t very town. It was

nt by a lady with this same name.” The Postmaster

ected Grandpa and his farmer emplover to the farm whers

Grandma (his wife) and baby Rosa were staying. They arrived

at night and dogs prevented their going to the house. They
returned next day. Grandma and the lady were on the porch,

Grandma didn't see the two men. The lady said, "Frances,

o i that be your husband that I see?" Grandma could hardly
believe her eyes - there was Grandpa.

Grandma hated to leave her kind benefactress but ww&mﬁwa
took her to live and work at his farmers place. It wasn't
nearly as nice as the place she left.

I don't know how long they stayed near Woodstock but
whalw they were there Grandma's father Peter Gdance, his
and 2 daughters and 1 bov came to Weoodstock., The

ghters Pauline and Helen were half sisters to my Grandmother,
The boyv was her half brother too.

Grandfather knew he didn't want to work on farms the
5 his life and by then he had saved a little money so
hw took his family to 01l City, Pennsylvania. The petroleunm
industry was in its infancy. From 0il City they moved t
5 n, PA, where Grandpa became a foreman of a railroad
rew, He was good at handling men, He didn't talk
i but he spoke with auvthority. He was tall and of good
build.,

e

By then vides Rosa, there was Joseph, Peter, and
Prank. My Mot Helen was born in Dents Run. That
four chil: My mother's name was len and he

and siste: s0 when she went to
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teachers thought her name was Ella and that is what she
was called by evervone. Years later my mother gob a copy
of her baptismal certificate and found her true name.

Their next move was to Penfield. There Grandpa was
section foreman to another corew of raillroad track main-

tenance men. They bought a house (which is still standing).
It was near the railroad, on & hillside. From there one

had a good view of the village of Penfield, A sizeable
piece of land went with the house so there was space for
cows, chickens and a huge garden.

Four more children were born in Penfield. They were
Catherine and Veronica {(twins), John Patrick and August Leo.

Wwhile the family lived in Penfield Grandma's father died

and was buried in Woodstock, MD. I couldn't have been much
over a yvear old but I remember theilr talking or wondering 1if

he were really dead when he was buried.

The stepmother and girls, Helen and Pauline came to stay
with Grandma and Grandpa for a while. Pauline married John
Sadowskl. They moved to Tyler where John worked in the coal
mines., The stepmother spent her life with Pauline., Helen
married someone named Brown and moved to MoKeesport, Pa. I
remember that my grandmother and years later my mother and
Aunt Veronica going to McKeesport to wvigit Mrs. Brown. I
never did see any of that family.

Aunt Pauline
ed Paulines

I do remember stopping by in Tyler to
and her mother. When I was very small I nam

'Grandmother Goose.' We vounger folks couldn't communicate
nes family as they grew up talking Polish., The
family lived in a rented house that belonged to the

Coal and Coke Company. The sons in that family all
wers miners. Children whose names I remember were Vida,

ter John, Anthon, Helen and Rachel,

Around 1895 Grandpa was transferred to Caledonia.
he was also a foreman to a crew of railroad men, The rail ¢
for which he worked was a branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad.
The branch ran from Pittsburgh to Driftwood and bevond.


























































