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The whole story of my grandparents, the Gollas,
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is written in ametder book.
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For years the writing of my autobiography has been
on my mind. That's where it stayed - on my mind. How-
ever, if I am.ever to get on with it I had better begin
now. Three days ago, on February 5th I reached my
seventy-sixth birthday.

My story begins in Caledonia, Pennsylvania. My
grandparents Joseph and Frances Golla lived there where
Grandpa was section foreman on the branch line of the
Pennsylvania Railroad that ran from Reynoldsville to
Driftwood.

They, my grandparents, came from Germany in the
early 1880's. Grandpa was born in Germany. Grandma was
born in Poland in or near Gdansk.

Their first years in America were spent near Balti-
more. From there they went to 0il City, Pennsylvania, to
Dent's Run, Pennsylvania, then to Penfield where Grandpa
became a foreman of that section of the P.R.R. Branch
Line.

The Golla's owned their own home in Penfield. Then
they moved to Caledonia where they lived in a red house
belonging to the railroad company. It was built espec-
ially for the foreman's family. Just below the house to
the right there is a tunnel bearing the date 1884. All
of the Golla children grew up in Caledonia. None were
born there.

The lumber industry was in its prime at that period
in history. Coal mines were being opened at Force and
Tyler. As the lumber was cut many folks went into far-
ming. It was a thriving time and many Europeans were
attracted to the area.

Many English and Irish names were found in Caledonia;
Armstrong, Shannon, Burke, Doyle, Ingraham, Lester,
Ingram, Thurston, Rothrick, Sproul, Huff, Shipman, Dixon,
Gilnet, Larkin, Young, Kopp, Hannewell, etc. Some had
come to Caledonia via Nova Scotia.






































































































































































































